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XVI. Obfervatlom on the Genus of Begonia. By fonas Dryatiderj M. A, 
Libr. R. S. and Member of the Royal Academy of Sciences of Stockholm^ 
Bellow of the Linnean Society, 


Read No’vember 3, 1789. 



Genus of Bca;onia was firfl eflablilliecl by Plumicr, and 
publilliecl in 1700 by Tournefoit, in the Appendix to his 
Inftitutiones Rei Herbaria^, three years before the Nova Plantarum 
Americanarum Genera of Pliimier appeared. From Tournefort, 
Ivinnaeus introduced it in the firfl: edition of his Genera Plantarum, 
among the Fragmenta, or fuch genera as were not fuflicientJy de- 
feribed to be referred to their proper clallcs; and in the fecond edi¬ 
tion it ftill remains in the Appendix: but in the fifth and fixth edi- 


refers it to Polygamia Monoecia, though 
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tion. In the thirteenth edition of 
genus (irfi: found its proper place in the Linnean Syftem, which i 
Monoecia Polvandria. 

Ludwig, in the firfl edition of his Definitiones Plantarum (1737 
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'1^6 ‘!Mr. Dryanber’j Ohfervailons 

Linnaeus, in his Ordines Naturales, has ranged the Begonia in 
the fifth divihon of the twelfth order, Floloraceae, with Polygonum, 
Rumex, and others. Erxleben, in his Anfangsgriinde der Naturge- 
fbhichte, has clafled it with nearly the lame plants in his forty-fe- 
cond order, called Vaginalcs; and Ruling, in his Ordines Naturales, 
has it in his thirty-third order, Polygona, which differs from Erx- 
leben*s Vaginales only in fome of the genera referred to it. 

Adanfon, in his Families dcs Plantes, has joined it with a very 
different fet of plants, in his thirty-fecond family, which he calls 
Portulacoe. Butjuffien, in his Genera Plantarum fecundum Ordines 
naturales difpofita, juft publilhed, has given it among Plantoe 
incertx fedis; and juftly fays, “ Genus nulli vere afiine.”' 

When Plumier firft determined the genus, he referred to it fix 
fpecies ; but the few words by which he diftinguifhed them, were 
not fuflicient, in the prefent Rate of Botany, to diferiminate fpecies. 
Whence Linnaeus, in his firft edition of Species Plantarum, having 
then probably never feen a Begonia, joined all the fpecies of Plu¬ 
mier, and one of Sloane, under the name of Begonia obliqua ; and 

in the lecond edition he added two more lynonyms, one from Rum- 

* 

phius, and one from Browne : fo that in fact Begonia obliqua con¬ 
tained, under one trivial name, all the fpecies at that time known; 
and it is no wonder that this vague name has been applied by dif- 

ferent botanifts to almoft any fpecies of Begonia which occurred to 
them. Chevalier Lamarck in the Dictionnaire Encyclopedique, and 
M. Jacquin in the firft volume of his Collectanea, were the firft 
who attempted to bring this confuted genus into fome order; but 
neither of them had feen more than one fpecies, and were obliged 

to make out the reft merely from books. 

A fpecies of Begonia, which flowered in October laft year (1788) 
in Mr. Lee’s garden at Hammerfmith, made it necelTary for me to 
ftudy the genus of Begonia, for the pnrpofe of determining that 

, plant: 
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plant: and having an opportunity of comparing dried fpccimcns of 
feveral fpecies, and the afliilance of defcriptions of fome of them 
made on the Ipot by the late Doctors Solander ami Koenig, bcfidcs 
the knowledge to be got from printed books, I was tempted to lay 
before the Society the refult of my refcarches. Though I have feen 

fpecimens of fifteen out of the twenty-one fpecies I have determined, 
ftill many of them were not fo perfe6l: in all their parts, as to enable 
me to give a fatisfaclory account of them ; and the impoflibility of 
determining with certainty fuch flelhy plants from dry fpecimens, 
makes it ftill more neceflary to offer this only as a Ihetch of the 
imperfeiSl knowledge we have of this genus, in hopes of inciting 

fuch botanifts, as may hereafter have an opportunity of examining 
the living plants, to fill up the chafms which ftill remain. It muft 
alfo be left to a future confideration, when the different fpecies 
fliall be better known, if it would not be more convenient to di¬ 
vide this natural genus into feveral artificial ones; as it is almoft: 
impoflible to give a general defeription of the genus, there being fo 
great a variation in the parts of frmftification. 

Confeious of the impolfibility of making good figures from im- 
perfect dried fpecimens of fucculeiit plants, but ftill wiihing to give 
fome afliftance to thofewho have no opportunity of feeing the fpe¬ 
cimens I have ufed, I have given the outline of a leaf of moft of 
the fpecies, which were not figured before; and alfo a figure of the 
fruit, when I had a perfe6l: one. 

There ftill.remain feveral Begonias of which I have fome know¬ 
ledge, but not fufficient to introduce them in this arrangement of 
the genus : thofc will be found in an appendix at the end, under 
the title of Species oblcurae. 

It wdll be neceflary to explain fome terms made ufe of in my 
fpccific differences: 
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Folium 
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Folium ina^^ualiier cordaium^ cujus alter lobus major. (Male cbli 
qutim cli6lum, cum terminus hie diredlionem folii, non figu 
ram, refpiciat.) 

Folium feniicordatum^ enjus alter lobus obliteratus. 

Capfulac alct parallela, dutn alse margo exterior lateri capfuljE pa 
rallelus eft. 

Rotundata^ cum medio latiores. 


Qhiufangulcc^ fuperne latiores, angulo rotundato, 
AaUanguliv^ luperne latiores, angulo acuto. 


BEGONIA. T^ourn. Tnjl, 660. tab. 442. Lin. Gen. PL ed. i. li. 901 
cd. vi. n. 1156. Ludw. Dcf. Gen. 1737. p. 49. 1747. n. 1044. 


n. 


1266. 


Adanf. Pam. p. 244. Lam. Encycl. i. p 


1760. 

Gcertn. Sem. p. 156, tab. 31. Ju[f. Gen. p. 436. 
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(Dixit Plumier in memoriam D. Begon, Regi Galliac ab intimis 
confiiiis et rei nauticte praefedli in ora Santonum, cujus merita in 
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111 idem 
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MafeuU Flores. 


Cal. nullus. 

Cor. Petala quatuor (in oLlopetala 6—9)1 quorum duo cppofita 

majora, plerumque fubrotunda (in ferrughiea omnia lubic- 
qualia oblonga). 

Stam. Filamcnta numerofa (15—100), reccptacnlo inferta, brevif- 

fima, interdum baft coalita. Antherce oblonene, ercclrc. 

o ^ 

ei Yemme'i Flores^ plerumque in eodem cum mafeulis pedunculo 

comm uni. 


Cal. nullus. 

Cor. Petala plurimis quinque, aliis (4, 7, 18, 19, 21) fex, aliis (8, 

16) forte quatuor, plerumque inarqualia. 


PiST. 






PisT. Gcrmen inferum, triquetrum, in plurimis alatum. Siyll plc- 

rifque ties, bifidi. Stigmata fex. 

Per. Capfulii plerilque triquetra, alata, trilocularis, bad fecus alas 

dehifcens; aliis (5, 6) bilocularis; aliis (4, 18) forte unilo- 
cularis. 

Characier EJfentialis. 

!Masc. nullus. polypetala. numerofa. 

Fem. Calyx nullus. Corolla polypctala, fupera. Capfula alata, poly- 

iperma. 

Habitus Generis, 

Tota planta carnofa. 

Caulis plerifque herbaceus, fed fpecies quasdam acaules. 

Folia petiolata, in caulefcentibus alterna. 

Stipulce ad bafin petiolorum binae. 

Pedunculi plerifque dichotomi, in caulefcentibus axillarcs. 


Locus FJatalis. 

Inter tropicos, in Afia et America. In Africae continente nulla fpe¬ 
cies hucufque inventa, fed in infulis adjacentibus trcs. 

Species. 

I. Begonia nitida^ fruticofa ere^ta, foliis glaberrimis inaaqualiter 

cordatis obfolete dentatis, capfulaa ala maxima fubrotunda. 
Begonia nitida. Hort, Kew. iii. p. 35 ^* 


IdHerit. Stirp, Nov, i. p. 95. tab. 46. (exclufis fy 


Begonia obliqua. 

nonymis plurimis). 

Begonia minor, yacqu. Collet, i. p. 128 


o* 


defer, in p. 126^. 


Begonia purpui 
Habitat in Jama 
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Dr. Swartz informed me, by letter, that his B. purpurea is thc- 
common garden Begonia; but the fynonyni of Browne, which he 
quotes, cannot well belong to thefc fpecies, as Browne’s plant is 
fcandent. I do not know if Begonia rofeo flore, folio aurito, minor 
ct glabra, ofPlumier (Begonia obliqua ( 2 . Linn, Sp. P/.)j which Jac- 
quin and Swartz refer to this fpecies, belongs to it; as it is impofli- 
blc from thefe few words to know what plant he meant, in a genus, 
where the fpecies are very difficult to diftinguilh from one another. 
Among a great many collections of plants from different Weft In¬ 
dia iftands, which I have feen, I have never found B. nitida from 
any other ifland than Jamaica; and as Plumier had, as far as I 
know, not been in that ifland, I think it rather probable that he 
did not mean this fpecies: befides, the epithet of Minor is ill appli¬ 
cable to fo tall a flirub, and which has as large leaves as any in the 
genus, except macrophylla and grandis. 

However unwilling to change names, I could not adopt any of 
the trivial names given to this plant: obliqua is too vague, as Lin- 
nxus under the name of Begonia obliqua includes a great number 
of fpecies, and it is even uncertain whether this be one of them; 
ininor^ as I have already remarked, applies ill to it; purpurea ftill 
lefs, as no part of it is of a purple colour. 

# 

0 

2. Begonia ijopkra^ caulcfcens, folds glabris fcmicordatis obfoletc 

dentatis, capfulx alis fubaequalibus parallelis 

Habitat in Java. 

Of this we may foon expe<ft a figure and defeription in Dr. 
Smith’s leones Plantarum, from a fpecimen in the younger Lin- 
nxus’s Herbarium. 



* Smith Ic. 43. 


Liwi . Traris.I . tab. 14 .p . 161 . 
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3. Begonia reniformls, caulefcens, foliis reniformibus angulatis den- 

tatis, capfulae ala maxima acutangula; reliquis parallelis mini¬ 
mis. Tab, 14. Fig. r, 1. 

Habitat in Brafilia, prope Rio de Janeiro, in riipium fifTuris umbrofis. 

fof. Banks. 

Defcriptio D. Dobi. Solander. 

Caules carnofi, breves, cralFitie digiti. 

‘‘ Folia alterna, petiolata, latiora quam longiora, fubreniformia, 
erenato-dentata, angulata: angulis 8—12, acutis, inaequalibus; bafi 
cordata, altero latere minore. 

“ Petioli longitudine diametri longitudinalis foliorum. 

“ Pedttnculus communis, fpithamaeus, terminatus Cyma bis dicho- 
toma, dein tetrachotoma. Pedicelli dein iimbellati. 

Floris malculi Petala qnatuor, cruciata, patcntia, alba: duo op- 
pofita majora, ovata, obtula, integerrima, in medio cxtus convexa; 
reliqua dimidio minora, oblongo-lanceolata, acuta, parum carinata. 

‘‘ Filamenta circiter triginta, filiformia, brevia, fubxqualia, lutea. 
Antheri^ lineari-oblongae, filamentis longiores, longitudine peta- 
lorum minorum, ereclx, luteae. 

Pijiillum omnino nullum. 

Floris feminei Petala quinque, oblonga, fubasqualia, patentia. 
parum concava, acutiufcula, alba. 

“ Gennen inferum, ovatum, triangulare: angulis membranaccis ; 
membrana anguli exterioris majore. 5 /)///tres, bipartiti, villofiufculi. 
Stigmata fimplicia. 

^‘Capfula ovata, trigona, angulis membranaceis duobus interioribus 
aequalibus, minoribus; membrana anguli exterioris maxima, fuperne 
in angulum acutum extenfa; trilocularis: loculis cylindricis, bafi 
dehifcentibus. 

Semina numerofilTima, ovata, parva, receptaculo columnari ci aflb 
affixa.” 


Y 
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4. Begonia enmneci^ caulefcens, foliis cordatis acuminatis ferratis> 

capfulas ala maxima falcata; reliqiiis obliteratis. 

Begonia erminea. UMerit, Stirp. Nov. i. p, 97. tab. 47 * 

Habitat in Madagafcar: in infula Marofle intra finum Antongil, fu- 
pra lapides fecus rivulos. yo. GuL Bruguiere. 

1 know this fpecies only from Mr. L’Heritier’s defeription and 

figure. 

5. Begonia crenata., caulefcens, foliis inaequaliter cordatis fubro- 

tundis obtufis crenato-dentatis, capfulis bilocularibus. Tab. 
14. Fig. 3. 

Habitat in Indiae Orientalis infula Salfette, et prope Fort Vi^loria, 
in muris et rupibus. Ant, Pantaleon Hove, 

Flores pallide rubri."’ Hove, 

Floris mafeuli petala quatuor, quorum duo oppofita anguftiora, 

vlx breviora. Floris feminei petala quinque, quorum tria an- 

guftiora. Stylus unicus. FruBus hujus et fequentis fpeciei immatu- 

Tos tantum vidi, eofque male ficcatos, ut de figura alarum incer- 
tus iim. 

In Sir Jofeph Banks’s Herbarium, are fpecimens colle6led by Mr. 
Hove in the above-mentioned places. 

6. Begonia tenuifolla, caulefcens, foliis inaequaliter cordatis ovatis 

acutis angulatis obfolete dentatis, capfulis bilocularibus. Tab. 

14. Fig. 4. 

Habitat in Pulo Pontangh, f. Prince’s Ifland^ prope Javann. yaf- 
Banks, 

Heferiptto D, Dcbf, Solander, 

Floris mafeuli Corolla tetrapetala, comprelTa, ex albido-incar- 
nata, ftriis rubris ornata. Petala per paria oppofita: duo exteriora 
ovato-fubrotunda, obtufa, bafi parum cordata, diametro tri- vel 

6 quadri- 
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quadrilineari; duo interiora dimidio minora, ovato-oblonga, obtu- 
fiufcula. 

“ Fllamenta numcrobfrima (lOo), receptaculo inconulum clevato 
inferta, brevla. Anther^e ovatx, erectae, lutex. 

Pi fit Hum nullum. 


Floris feminei Petala quinqiie, colore ut in mare, figura exterio- 
rum maris: intimum reliquis minus. 

Stamina nulla. 

‘‘ Germcn incarnatum. StjU tres, glabri.” 

7. Begonia ferruginea^ foliis inaequaliter cordatis den- 

tatis, floris mafculi petalis oblongis fubaequalibus*. 

Begonia ferruginea. Linn, Suppl. 419 (defer. Mutis). Lamarck En^ 

« 

cycl. i. p. 395, n. 9. Jacqu. Colledi. i. p. 128. n. i. 

Habitat in Nova Grenada, fof. Celeji. Mutis. 

In the Linnean Herbarium is a leaf and fome male flowers of 
this fpecies; from which, together with the drawing of it by Dr. 
Mutis, Dr. Smith will give a figure in his next Fafciculus. 

It is eafily diflinguilhed from all other fpecies which I know, by 

the long and narrow petals of the male flowers, all of the fame 
breadth, and very little diflering in length. 

8. Begonia caulefcens, foliis inxqualiter cordatis angulatis 

ferratis, capfulae alis parum inxqualibus. 

Begonia obliqua. SHninb. Japan. 231. defer. Ic. Kcempfer. tab. 20. 
Sjukaido. Kampf, Amctn. 888. 

Habitat m Japonia. Engelb. Kampfer^ Car. Petr. Tbunberg. 

The male flowers alone are deferibed by Dr. Thunberg, in bis 
Flora Japonica; and by Kaempfer, in his manuferipts preferved in 


* Smith Ic. 44. 
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the Britiih Mufeum (Sloan. MSS. 2915, p. 202) ; and the fpeci- 
mcii in the Linnean Ilei barium has only male flowers : fo that the 
only knowledge I have of the female flowers is from Kasmpfer’s 
figure, in which the wings of the germen in fcveral inflances have 
an acute angle, but in others are rounded; for which reafon I have 
avoided mentioning the flaape of the wings, in the diflferentia fpe- 
cifica. 

Dr. Thunberg fuppofes this plant to be dioicous, but the figure 
of Kaempfer has male and female flowers in the fame panicle. This 
fceming contradi6lion may be reconciled by an obfervation I lately 
made. I wanted to examine the female flowers of Begonia nitida, 
and looked for them on plants in full flower, both at Kew and in the 
Marchioncfs of Rockingham’s garden at Hillingdon; but could find 
nothing but male flowers, though it is very well known that the 

B. nitida is monoicous. This circumftance is hot peculiar to Begonias, 
as I have feen a large cedar-tree for feveral years full of male catkins, 
without a Angle female one. Mr. L’Heritier alfo informed me that the 

female flowers are very rarely to be met with in Ailanthus glandu- 
lofa; and I have not yet been able to find any one in a large tree at 
Kew, which flowers very freely. 

This fpecies, and the following, macrophylla, have by far the 
largeft leaves of any in the genus; but this has twice as large 
flowers as macrophylla* 

9. Begonia caulefcens, foliis inasqualiter cordatis cre- 

nato-dentatis: inferioribus angulatis,. capfulae alis obtufan- 
gulis: una maxima. 

Begonia macrophylla. Lamarck EncycL i. p* 394? n* 6. defer, ex 
manufer. Plum. 

Begonia grandifolia. Jacqu, Colledi, i. p. 128, n. 2 (cxclufo fyno- 
nymo Brownei) . 

Begonia 
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Begonia purpurea et nivea maxima, folio aurito. Plum, Ic. 34, tab. 

45» fig-1- 

Habitat in infulis Incliac Occidentalis. Car, Plumier^ Job, Ryan^ 

. Hehr, de Ponthicu^ Alex, Anderfon, 

I'his fpecics is both in Sir Jofcph Banks’s and the younger Lin¬ 
naeus’s Herbarium. A fpecimen in the former Herbarium has, in the 
axilla of the lower leaf, a panicula confifting entirely of female 
flowers; and, from the axilla of the leaf above, a panicula of male 

flowers. 

« 

10. Begonia acutifolia^ caulefcens, foliis femicordatls angulatis den- 

tatis, capfulac ala maxima obtufangula ; reliquis acutangulis. 
Begonia acutifolia. facqu, Colledi. k p. 128, n. 4 (cxclufo fyno- 
nymo Plumieri). 

Aceris fruclu herha anornala, flore tetrapetalo albo. Sloan, Jam. 

f 

tab. 127, fig. 1,2. 

« 

Habitat in Jamaica. Hans Sloane, Franc, Majfon, 

Sir Hans Sloane’s defcription, in his Hiftory, vol. i. p. 199, agrees 
fo ill with his figure and his Ipecimens in the BritilB Mufeum 
(Hoitus Siccus, vol. hi. fol. 121), which I have compared with the 

i • 

fpecimens in Sir Jofeph Banks’s Herbarium, that I am rather in¬ 
clined to believe, that he, confounding feveral fpecies, has deferibed 
one and figured another. The leaves ai'e longer and narrower than 
he deferibes them, and not at all rough; having fo very few 
hairs, that they might be called fmooth. The fpecimens I have feen 
have no appearance of being from a creepmg plant; they are all in 
fruit, and have no flowers. 

This fpecies comes very near to the following, but differs in the 
fmoothnefs already mentioned, and in having longer footftalks, the. 
length of one third or one fourth of the leaf; which, on the con-' 
trary, are fo fhort in B. acuminata, as not to equal the angle of the 
leaf, which extends beyond theinfertion of the footflalk. 

11 *. Be- 
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IT. Begonia acuminata^ caulefceus, foliis hifpidis femicordatls acu- 

minatis inaequaliter dentatis, capfulae ala maxima obtufangula; 
reliquis acutangulis. Tab. 14, Fig, 5, 6 . 

Habitat in Jamaicae montibus caeruleis. ^uL von Rohr, GuL Wright, 
Floris mafculi Petala quatuor, quorum duo oppofita minora. Floris 
Jhninci Petala quinque, quorum duo minora. Ad bafin germinis 
bradlea duae, argute ferratae, geritiine dimidio breviores. 

Specimens are in the Herbarium of Sir Jofeph Banks . 

12. Begonia humills, caulefcens ere6ta, foliis hifpidis femicordatis 

♦ • 

duplicato-ferratis, capfulas alis rotimdatis parum inaequalibus. 
Hort, Kew, iii. p. 353. Tab. 15. 

Habitat in Indiae Occidentalis. infula Trinidad. Alex, Anderfon, 

Hefcriptio . 

Tota planta carnofa, pellucida. Caulis, petioli et pedunculi pallide 
rubentes. Caulis teres, geniculis tumidisj primo anno fpithamasus, 
altero anno bipedalis. Folia femicdrdata, acuminata, duplicato- 
ferrata: ferraturis ciliatis; fupra faturate viridia, hifpida e ftrigis 
mollibus, eredtis, bafi tuberculatis ; fubtus pallide viridia, glaber- 
rima praeter ftrigas rariores in venis, qnales etiam in petiolis. 

Stipule femiovate, concava?, ciliatse, hyalinae, FeduncuU axillares, 
faepius dichotomi. BraBea ad bafin pedicellorum ovata, ciliata, 
minuta. Floris mafculiPetala alba: duo cordato-orbiculata, magna; 
duo minima, quae in quibufdam floribns omnino defunt. Fila- 
menia circiter 15, breviflima. Anthera oblongae, luteae. Floris fe^ 
minei Petala quinque, alba, perfiftentia, obovato-oblonga: duo 
paulo angufliora. Germen trigonum, angulis acutis, alis rotundatis 
parum inaequalibus, pallide carneis. Styli tres, breviflimi. Stigmata 
bipartita: lacinise divaricatac, dein convergentes, et iterum diver- 

gentes, luteae, te6lae glandulis minimis. Capfula figura germinis. 

♦ This fpecies has been introduced into the Royal Garden at Kew fince the reading of 
this Paper. 

When 




Linn .Tr^cvis . I . tah . lo , 79 .706 , 




% 






?// 










I 


7 


I 

















on the Genus cf Begonia, 167 

When this plant firft flowered in Mr. Lee’s garden at Hammer- 
fmith, in October lafl: year (1788), it was fuppofed to be annual, 
having produced flowers and fruits iu a few months from its being 

fown. It was then very low, as appears from the annexed figure, 
reprefenting a whole plant; and, fuppofing it to be then at its full 
height, I gave it the trivial name of humilis^ in the Hortus Kew- 
enfis. But it has fince flood over the winter, and grown much 
taller. 

1 3, Begonia hlrfuta^ caulefcens, foliis hifpidis femicordatis dupli- 

cato-ferratis, capfulae ala maxima obtufangula; reliquis paral- 
lelis minimis. 

Begonia hirfuta. j^ubL Guian, 913, tab. 348. Lamarck Encycl. i. 
P* 3935 Collet, i. p. 129, n. 8 (exclufo fynonymo Plu- 

mieri). 

Habitat in Guianse rupibus. Fufh Aublet. 

The fpecimen in Sir Jofeph Banks’s Herbarium from Aublet is 
without friKlrfification, fo that my knowledge of the fruit is only 
from Aublet’s figure. But it muft be obferved that the figures in 

his work are made at Paris from diy fpecimens, as appears from the 
original drawings in Sir Jofeph Banks’s library. In comparing them 
with the fpecimens in his own Herbarium, now in the pofTeflion of 
Sir Jofeph Banks, I have feveral times had occafion to obferve that 
they are not very faithful; and, in the inftance of the two fpecies of 
this genus figured there, the outline, of the leaves is quite wrong : 
whence my fpecific differences, made from the fpecimens, will not be 
found to agree wfith his figures. 

t 

14. Begonia Urticee,, caulefcens radicans, foliis utrinque hifpidis 

inaequaliter ovatis duplicato-ferratis, capfulis bafi tricor- 
nibus. 


I 
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Begonia Urticas. Linn. Supfl, 420. defer. Lamarck Encycl. i. p. 394, 

n. 8. Jacqu. Collet, i. p. 129, n. 7*. . 

Habitat in America, yof. Cel^l. Mutis. 

Dr. Smith will give a figure of this from a complete fpecimen in 

the Linnean Herbarium. 

• « 

« 

13. Begonia fcandem^ fcandens radicans, ' foliis ovato-fubrotundis 

obfolete dentatis, capfulx* ala maxima obtufangula; reliquis 
parallelis minimis. 

Begonia fcandens. Swartz. Prodr. 86’ (exclufo fynonymo Plu- 
mieri). 

Begonia glabra. Atibl. Guian. 916, tab. 349. Lamarck Encycl. i. 
p. 394, n. 4. yacqii. Cblledi. i. p. 129, n. 5. 

% 

Habitat in Guiana, Fufie Anblet : in Jamaica, Gul. IVrighty _Rog, 

Shakejpeary 01. Swartz. 

I have adopted Dr. Swartz’s trivial name in preference to Aublct’s, 
becaufe the leaves are not quite without hairs. 

In Sir Jofeph Banks’s Herbarium are fpecimens both from Guiana 
and Jamaica. 

16. Begonia tuberofa^ repens, foliis insequaliter cordatis angulatis 

dentatis, capfulx alis parallelis. 

Begonia tuberofa. Lamarck Encycl. i. p. 393, n. i. 

Empetruin acetofum. Rtwiph. Amb. v. p. 457, tab. 169, fig. 2. 
Habitat in faxofis infularum Amboinx, ‘Moluccx, et Celebes. Ge. 
Ever. Rumpbius. 

I know this plant only from Rumphius’s figure and defeription. 
Chevalier Lamarck has joined it with the Begonia capenfis of Lin- 
nxus’s Supplement; but the capfules of that fpecies have only two 
winged corners, one wing being very large : and there is every rea- 


* Begonia urticaefolia. Smith Ic. 43, 
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Linn .Tni/u'.I. tab. 16.p ,160. 
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foil to fuppofe, from the figure and defcription of Rumphlus, that 
B. tuberofa has all the wings of the fame fize, like the B. ifop- 

tera. 


17. Begonia rotundifoUa^ repens, foliis reniformi-fubrotundis cre- 

natis. 

Begonia rotundifolia. 'Lamarck Encycl* i. p. 394, n. 7. 

Begonia obliqua cT. Sp. PL 1498. 

Begonia rofeo flore, folio orbicular!. Lourn, Injl, p. 660. Plum* 

Cat* PL Anier, p. 20, tc* 33> tab. 45* 

Habitat in India occidentali. Car. Plurnier. 

I have not feen any fpecimen of this. 

18. Begonia nana^ acaulis, foliis lanceolatis, fcapo fubbifloro. 
Begonia nana. VMerit, Siirp. Nov. i. p. 99, tab. 48. 

Habitat in Madagalcar: in infula AlarolTe intra finum Antongil, in 
lapidibus et truncis arborum. Jo. Gul. Bruguiere. 

1 have taken up this fpecies only from Mr. L’Herider’s defcrip¬ 
tion and figure. 

19. Begonia tencra^ acaulis, foliis insequaliter cordatis, floribus um- 

bellatis. Tab. 16. 

Falkea tenera. Koen. Manufcr. (in Bibl. Banks.) vol, xvii. pag. 227. 
Habitat in Zeylona. Joh. Gerh. Koenig, 

Defcriptio D. D. Koenig, 

Folia omnia radicalia, orbiculato-cordata, acuta, inasqualiter den- 
tata, membranacea, tenera, fupra fibrillis bafi glandulofis, albis, 
pellucidis confperfa; fubtus fibrillis rarioribus prxfertim ad venas 
adfperfa. Peiioli teretes, erc^tiufculi, glabri, adfperfi fibrillis rari¬ 
oribus, rubri, foliis longiores, Ixpe pcdales, craflide penha anie- 
rina anguftiores. Scapi ere6d, teretes, Iccves, fibrillis adfperfi, car- 

Z nofi, 
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nofi, petiolis tenuiores et breviores. Stipule radicales, ovatae, acu- 
minatae, concavse, d'orfo carinatce, carnofse, albicantes, marcef- 

centes, lemunciales. Flores umbellati, mafculis numerofis, femi- 
neis paucis. Utnbellce iiiterdum compofitse. BraSiea ad bafin pe- 

dicellorum lanceolatae, parvae, caducse. Pedicelli teretes, Iseves, 
fibrillis adiperfi, parum colorati, flore longiores. Floris mafculi 
Peiala quatuor, nivea: duo exteriora cordato-orbiculataj extus 

fibrillis confperfa, intns glabra, nervis obloletis notata, ante flo- 
refccntiam invicem adprefla, plana, Inb anthefi patentia; Petala 

duo mterlora^ cum exterioribns alternantia, ovata, acuta, utrinque 

* 

glabra, cxterioribus duas tertias minora. Filamenta bafi connata, 
numeroia (5o),capillacea, glabra, albicanti-viridia. Antherce 
clavatce, filamentis longiores, petalis interioribus breviores, lutese. 
Floris feminei Petala lex, quorum tria exteriora, tria interiora, a 
mafculis non nifi numero diverfa. Germen clavatum, triquetrum, 
ad angulos alatum, fibrillis adfperfum. Styli tres, eredtiufculi, cla- 
vati, glabri, lutefcentes, petalis minoribus parum breviores. Stlg” 
mate reniformiter curvata, apicibus crafiioribus, pilis aureo-luteis 
tenuiflimis prsefertim ad apices obdu6la. Capfula turbinata, tri- 

quetra, alata, trilocularis. Receptaculum feminum membranaceo- 
trialatum. Semina utidnque ad alas adnata, numerofa, globofa, 
minima.” 

Dr. Kcenig quotes as fynonym Soneri-ila Rheed^ Mai, ix. p. 127, 
tab. 65 ; but the plant there figured has tripetalous hermaphrodite 
flowers, with three ftamens and one ftyle. 

The annexed figure is from a dry fpecimen in Sir Jofeph Banks’s 

Herbarium. 

20. Begonia dlptera, acaulis, foliis inaequaliter cordatis, pedunculis 

dichotomis, capfulse ala una maxima; altera angufta; tertia 
obfoleta. 
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